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Bernard ‘Stub’ Ames

A B S A R O -
KEE—Bernard
“Stub” Alvin
Ames, 56, of
A b s a r o k e e ,
passed away
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2009, from com-
plications associated with an illness.

Stub was born June, 28, 1953, in
El Paso, Texas, the first of four chil-
dren born to George and Dolores
(Orzel) Ames. He was raised and
attended school in New Milford, Pa.
He later attended and received a
degree in Aeronautical Studies from
Embry Riddle Aeronautical Universi-
ty in Daytona Beach, Fla.

On July 20, 1974, he married
Pamela Viets in Big Timber. Together,
they had two children. They divorced
later in life.

Stub had a variety of jobs, includ-
ing a bareback bronc rider and a Still-
water County Deputy before pursuing
a career with the Montana Highway
Patrol. He served nearly 19 years in
the Patrol before an injury forced him
to retire. He continued to be a season-
al firefighter and construction worker.

Stub loved to fly, but his passions
were fighting fire, fishing and hunt-
ing. He also thoroughly enjoyed crab-
bing on the Oregon coast, hiking, gar-
dening and rafting. Some of his
favorite memories were of hunting
camp, fishing with friends, and his
fire-fighting adventures. He had a
great sense of humor, loved animals,
could tell a story with the best of
them, and dearly enjoyed his friends.
He was a very generous person and
would do anything for anyone.

He is survived by his daughter,
Holly (Adam) Protain, of Mulino,

Ore.; his son, Jeremy Ames of Colum-
bus; his father, George (Clara) Ames
of Colstrip; his siblings, Danny (Betty)
Ames of Park City, Michael Ames of
Colstrip and Patti (Don) Stewart of Big
Timber; and numerous nieces,
nephews, friends, and his pets.

He was preceded in death by his
mother, Dolores; and his nephews
Georgie and Dru Stewart.

Cremation has taken place and a
memorial service was held at 1400
hours on Monday, October 12, 2009,
at the Columbus High School gym. A
reception followed at the Stillwater
Pavilion (Fairgrounds), with inter-
ment at a later date with family.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions can be made on Stub’s
behalf to the Beartooth Nature Center
in Red Lodge or the Veterans of For-
eign Wars (VFW). q

Christopher Lee Hoyt

C h r i s t o p h e r
Lee Hoyt, 41, of
Polson, passed
away unexpectedly
on Sunday, August
23, 2009, in Polson.
Chris was born on
Oct. 30, 1967, in Polson, son of Ross
and Darline Hoyt of Big Arm. He
graduated from Polson High School
and lived and worked construction in
the Big Arm—Polson areas. He also
spent five years as a welder in
Casper, Wyo.

Chris went to work as a Montana
Highway Patrolman after completing
his training in 2002. He went to work
on Jan. 2, 2003, where he was sta-
tioned in St. Ignatius for a year. Chris

transferred to Polson where he had
currently been stationed. He thor-
oughly enjoyed his job and tried very
hard to educate and help the people
he came in contact with.

He is survived by his life partner,
Tammy McGill of Polson; his three
sons, Traven, Kellen and Morgen,
and their mother, Eileen Glanville, all
of Polson; his parents, Ross and Dar-
line Hoyt; his brother, Tom Hoyt of
Pablo; paternal grandmother, Blanche
Hoyt of Kalispell and maternal grand-
mother, Josephine Joyce of Tooele,
Utah; his aunts, Patricia (Paul) Dit-
tion of Tooele, Utah and Debbie
Medalen of Portland, Ore.; an uncle,
David Joyce of Missouri; a great-
aunt, Bonnie Kirsch of Ronan, and
numerous cousins, friends, and
acquaintances.

Chris’ family would like to
extend their heartfelt gratitude for
everyone’s assistance during this
most unfortunate time.

Memorial services were held at
1100 hours on Thursday, August 27,
2009, at the Linderman Gymnasium
in Polson with Rev. John Payne offici-
ating. Interment followed at Lakeview
Cemetery, Polson. In lieu of flowers,
the family encourages donations to
either the Mission Valley Animal Shel-
ter or to the Educational Fund that
has been established at 1st Citizens
Bank, Polson, for his three sons.

Messages of condolence may be
expressed to the family online
at www.groganfuneralhome.com.
The Grogan Funeral Home of Polson
assisted the family. q
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James ‘Loren’ Jones

B E L G R A D E —
James “Loren” Jones,
72, passed away on
Friday, Dec. 18,
2009, doing what he
loved to do most,
watching his elk on
Rocky Mountain Road.

Loren was born June 28, 1937 to
James and Opal (Bohna) Jones in a
house that his dad built near the Gal-
latin River west of Bozeman.

He grew up on farms around the
Gallatin valley and in Bozeman, and
graduated from Gallatin County High
School in 1955. Soon after, he went to

work for the Gallatin County Sher-
iff’s Department, the Missoula Coun-
ty Sherriff’s Department, and the
Montana Highway Patrol. He then
worked for several years as a safety
supervisor for a major trucking com-
pany. Over the years, he was a wood-
working craftsman, which led to his
current employment at Gibson Gui-
tar, a job he truly loved.

Loren enjoyed shooting, fishing,
and camping. But the thing he truly
loved the most was taking daily
drives and watching “his” elk.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; son Dan Jones; brother Percy
Jones; and sister-in-law Ella Mae Jones.

Loren is survived by his wife Mari-

lyn, and son Jim Jones, both of Bel-
grade; daughter Deanna (Ron) Marshall
of Bozeman; daughter-in-law Tonya
Jones of West Virginia; grandchildren
Brandon Marshall, Amanda Jones and
Chris Jones; and great-grandson, Aiden
Jones. Also surviving are brothers Al
Jones and Stan Jones; and sisters,
Colleen Ewald and Lee Shapel.

Memorial services were held at 4
p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, at Christ’s
Church, 1925 Nelson Road, Bozeman.

Memorials in Loren’s name may
be made to the National Rifle Associ-
ation, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fair-
fax, VA 22030.

Arrangements were in the care of
Dokken-Nelson Funeral Service. q

Virginia (Ginger) Marie Kinsey

ROUNDUP -
Virginia (Ginger)
Marie Kinsey, age
55, went to be with
her angels early
Saturday morning,
Sept. 26, 2009,
after an extremely

courageous and hard fought lengthy
battle with cancer. Ginger was born
on Dec. 30, 1953, in Billings, the
daughter to Marie Rediske Raths and
George Raths. She was one of eight
children and except for college lived
her entire life in the Roundup area.
Ginger was a perfectionist and
excelled at everything she put her
mind to. Even though she was the
youngest in her graduating class, she
was the valedictorian of her class in
1971. After high school, she attended
Carroll College and MSU.

On Oct. 27, 1973, Ginger married
the love of her life David Kinsey and
within six years they had their pre-
cious family of four children. Ginger’s
children were her whole world.  She
cherished and treasured each and
every day spent with her children.

Virginia found her true passion
and graduated from the Montana
Highway Patrol academy in 1988.

She continued this career which she
loved for the next 20 years until
health issues forced her to retire in
the spring of 2008. Her pride and
dedication to the Montana Highway
Patrol was second only to her family.
She always felt she helped to make a
difference for people and wanted to
help accurately and honorably in law
enforcement. Ginger could not have
been blessed with a more caring 2nd
family than the Montana Highway
Patrol. We will forever be grateful for
all the love and support they showed
and will continue to provide both
Virginia and her family.

Besides her family and career,
Ginger loved the mountains and hik-
ing into God’s many awesome sights.
Ginger spent every free day she
could enjoying the great outdoors
whether it was hiking to the many
lakes in the Crazy or Beartooth
Mountains, or working outside in her
beautiful and immaculate yard, or
just simply taking a walk she was
thrilled to be outdoors and smelling
the fresh air. Ginger always said the
most valuable things in her life were
her family and friends, the joy of liv-
ing and enjoying the great outdoors.
So, the next time you look at a beau-
tiful sunset or smell the wonderful
scent of a creek take the time to

enjoy it and remember Ginger and
her passion for life.

Virginia is survived by her loving
children: Brian (Stephanie Currens)
Kinsey, Beth (Wade Knodel) Kinsey,
Brad (Tara) Kinsey, Jay (Jesse) Kinsey
and the light of her eyes her grand-
children, Morgan Eliasson and Kylie
Kinsey. She is also survived by her
father, George Raths and her eight
siblings and their families: Sally
(Rick) Race, Dick (Nancy) Raths, Jim
Raths, Jane (Bob) Wertheimer, Greg
(Rebecca) Raths, Jeff (Bea) Raths, and
Barb (Wes) Oja; a very special aunt,
Dorothy Curry and many nieces,
nephews, and cousins, her dear
friends, Debbie, Ruth and Sheri. The
family and especially Virginia would
also like to thank Dr. Marchello and
his staff and Riverstone Health for
the wonderful care she received.

Virginia was preceded in death
by both set of grandparents; her
mother, Marie and husband, Dave.

Mom—We love you and you will
always be in our hearts and guide us
from above.

Memorials can be made to the
Montana Hope Project at PO Box
5927, Helena, MT 59604 or the St.
Vincent’s Healthcare—Help Flight at
1106 North 30th Street, Billings, MT.

q
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Vernon C. Wise

Vernon C. Wise,
44, of Great Falls, an
Air Force veteran
and trooper for the
Montana Highway
Patrol, died of can-
cer at Peace Hospice
on November 14,
2009.

Survivors include his wife, Erica
Wise of Great Falls; children, Eliza-
beth, Jacob and Maddison Wise of
Great Falls; stepsons Jory and Baley
Nunberg of Great Falls; sisters,
Robyn Wise of Liscomb, Iowa, Ali-
son Jacobson of Rochester, Minn.,
and Linda Wegner of Billings; broth-
ers, Larry Wise of Casper, Wyo.,
Bobby L. Wise of Mount Pleasant,

Iowa, and Phillip Craig Wise of
Ottumwa, Iowa. 

He was preceded in death by his
parents.

Vernon was born in Marshall-
town, Iowa, on April 20, 1965, the
son of Robyn and Betty Wise. He was
raised and educated in Iowa. He
joined the United States Air Force in
1983 and was stationed at Whiteman
Air Force Base in Missouri. He com-
pleted his service at Malmstrom Air
Force Base in Great Falls.

Vernon earned an associate’s
degree in criminal justice in 2003. He
then joined the Montana Highway
Patrol in 2004, serving in the Boze-
man and Great Falls areas.

He married Paula Montgomery in
1983 in State Center, Iowa. They later
divorced. He married Erica Simonsen

in Gallatin Gateway in 2005.
Vernon enjoyed hunting, fishing,

camping, horseback riding and golf.
Some of his greatest memories includ-
ed his life as a cowboy and his time as
a tournament bass fisherman. He was
a devoted husband, father and broth-
er, and always focused his energy in
living and love of family and friends.
He loved music, including drum and
bugle corps and his children’s musi-
cal programs, along with attending
their sports events.

Memorials are suggested to the
American Cancer Society or the Mon-
tana Hope Project. 

Condolences may be posted online
at www.oconnorfuneralhome.com
and/or www.gftribune.com/obituaries.

q
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